TRIBUTE

WINTER 2011 FREE PUBLICATION

Marys & District Historical Society Inc - Quarterly Newsletter
PO Box 640, ST MARYS NSW 1790 — Street Address - St Marys Corner, Mamre Rd, St Marys — Parking via 29 Swanson Street.

St Marys Public School’s 150" Anniversary Celebration
Congratulations to Principal Matthew Plummer and his team of teachers, students, staff and P & C Association
for the BEST birthday ever. The rain threatened but managed to mostly hold off for the June long weekend
festivities. The Saturday opening ceremony was standing room only as ex-students, teachers and headmaster’s
of the School came back to help celebrate. Ex-teacher Faye Lopo was very much mentioned as guest speakers,
David Bradbury (Federal MP), Tania Davies (State member), Jim Aitken (Deputy-Mayor of Penrith), Dianne
Dunn (School Education Director), Lyn Forde (President of our Society) and Uncle Greg performed the
Aboriginal smoking ceremony. The school son was performed by Julia Plummer and the National Anthem
performed by Nicholas Gentle. Much was made of the cake of the day and the present students performed for
the crowd. The memory pavers were unveiled and the original bell was tolled, thus signifying the end of the
program. Our members Joan O’Brien, Tracey Watkins, Rosemary Crupi, Margaret Dwyer and Tom Thorburn
dressed in costume and manned our stall in the Library. Carol Volkiene, Norma Thorburn and Lyn Forde
dressed in costume and conducted the memory tours of the school. =
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Photos courtesy of Carol Volkiene & Lyn Forde

The School book celebrating the 150" anniversary and history of the school, was a contribution from Norma
Thorburn, Treasurer of our Society, Paul Mills who has a vast collection of school photos and the Students and
Teachers of the School. It sold out before Saturday was over. The 1860 period costumes worn by five students
were made by the members of the Encore Historical Sewing Group. Our members Carol Volkiene and Lyn
Forde who are members of this group sewed two of the costumes. We also thank the school for donating two
of the old school desks and a coal scuttle to our Society. These old desks were found under a class room not

long before the celebrations started.
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| was very pleased to be a guest speaker as President of the St Marys & District Historical
Society, being a fourth generation ex-student. In my speech, | acknowledged the school’s ex-
student’s “Old Boys” Honour Board. This memorial to 85 ex-student soldiers, who served as
volunteers in World War One, is a permanent reminder to all, of the sacrifice and hardship
made by those boys who once played as students on the grounds of the school. Of these 85
“Old Boys”, ten were Killed in action overseas and three died of wounds.

Pte’s Reggie Cott was killed while serving with the 15" [ §
Battalion and Harold Pye with the 2" Battalion on Gallipoli E '
in 1915. Pte Harry Adams died in England of meningitis in b
1917 before his war began. Sapper Sydney Bennett who |
served with the 2™ Signal Squadron Australian Engineers,

died of malaria in Syria in 1918 and Sapper Arthur Gerring

who served with the 1% Australian Tunnelling Company died

of wounds in 1917 in France. Corporal William Andrews

with the 1% Division/4™ Battalion was killed in action in
Belgium in 1917 and Pte Joseph Chant serving with the 10"

Field Artillery Brigade was killed in France in 1917. Lance
Corporal Hilton Chesham was killed in France in 1918 while
serving with the 18" Battalion and Pte’s Athol and William &
Garner, who were sons of William Garner first Mayor of St | Ou €8 -
Marys Municipal Council, were killed in France in 1918.
Athol served with the 45" Battalion and William the 2™
Division/20™ Battalion. Private Edward Hope, killed in
action in 1917, lies in an unmarked grave at Fromelles, still
waiting on matching family DNA. Nine Gallipoli veterans,
Pte Ben Cook, Serg. Sydney Cott, Serg. Norman Dollin, Pte
Roy Dollin, Lance-Corp Thomas Haining, Lance-Corp Keith
McDonald and Corp. Czar Thompson went onto other
campaigns and returned home to their loved ones. Two
other Gallipoli veterans, Pte’s Edward Boots and Claude
Cook won the Military Medal and Claude went on to enlist
in World War two. One “Old Boy”, Robert Henry, went
onto further education. Almost at the age of 19 years, he rushed to enlist in 1916. He needed

his mother’s permission as his father was away up country. Her letter to the Recruiting Officer
stated that “I am quite willing for my son to enlist as a soldier for the Empire. | should like him
to have a position in the artillery, if possibBleThis soldier went on to spend three years in the

2" Pioneer Battalion. During the war there was a much heavier reliance on field work and

roads and railways needed to be maintained. Engineers alone could not meet the heavy demand,

while rifle men were always needed at the front. Therefore, pioneer battalions were raised to

meet the needs of both, and trained to support engineers and infantry. Robert was wounded
during the war, but returned home safely to his mother. The war years were not kind to many

of those “Old Boys” who returned. Several returned to Australia classed as “unfit”. It must

have been hard on the families they came back to, when several of them were suffering from
“shell shock”, “Trench Feet”, “Trench Fever” and the effects of being “gassed” as well as war
wounds. It is no wonder with what they had to endure, several went AWOL, and one sent to
prison in England. So for all those “Old Boys”, it is fitting that this memorial is still with us
today.

Lyn Forde, President — St Marys & District Historical Society Inc — (This article appeared in the Nepean
Newspaper on Thursday,"16une 2011) Page 3




on Sunday, 17" April, our President, Lyn Forde attended the Anzac March in St Marys on behalf of the Society
and members Norma & Tom Thorburn attended the dawn service at the St Marys RSL. We also had the
Chambers building open for the ANZAC display.

We will be holding a Bridal Display in the Chambers in July as shown below. Please come and support us.

ST MARYS & DISTRICT HISTORICAL
SocCIETY INC.

BRIDAL DISPLAY
1900 1O 1999

FroMm 13 JULY, 2011
WEDNESDAYS & SATURDAYS
10:00AM - 2:00PM
AT
THE CHAMBERS BUILDING
ST MARYS CORNER
29 SWANSTON STREET,
ST MARYS 2760

www.stmaryshistoricalsociety.org

We have also published a new book called “Captain King’s Church — the History of St Mary Magdalene
Church” thanks to our President, Lyn Forde. This book is now being sold at the Chambers at a price of $12. If
you would like more information on this please contact us on our mobile number.
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The St Marys & District Historical Society meets every 4™ Saturday at 1 pm - at the St Marys Precinct
“Chambers” Building - Mamre Road, St Marys. No meetings in_January or December.
Patron of our Society is Sister Mary Louise Petro
ALL WELCOME

Back issues of the “Tribute” can be found on our website at
www.stmaryshistoricalsociety.org

This Newsletter is a free publication. Articles in this Newsletter may be republished if permission is given by the Society.

Please contact: us on 0450132181 & leave a message
(While care is taken to ensure that all articles are accurate, the opinions expressed in this newsletter are not necessarily
those of the Society) Any comments on this Newsletter are encouraged
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PLEASE, DON’'T THROW OUT AUSTRALIAN HISTORY. OLD PHOTOGRAPHS, BOOKS, LETTERS, RECEIPTS,
DOCKETS, NEWSPAPERS & MAGAZINES. IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU ARE NOT SURE ABOUT PLEASE
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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